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PROCEEDINGS. 


Wednesday  Morning,  Aug.  7,  1878. 

Charlotte  District  Conference  convened  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Wadesboro'  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Religious  services  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Bobbitt,  D.  D.,  Pres- 
ident, assisted  by  Rev.  R.  T.  N.  Stephenson,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  President  called  th^  Conference  to  order,  and  requested 
C  G.  Montgomery,  Secretary  of  last  Conference  to  call  the  roll  of 
delegates  elected  to  this  Conference.  Forty  responded  to  their 
names. 

On  motion  of  John  Robinson,  C.  G.  Montgomery  was  elected 
Secretary. 

The  President  made  some  remarks  expressing  pleasure  that  so 
many  were  present  at  the  opening  services;  but  said  he  felt  sure 
some  were  absent  who  could  and  ought  to  be  here. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie,  the  Conference  agreed  to  meet 
at  9  o'clock,  each  morning,  and  adjourn  at  11:00  for  divine  ser- 
vices. Re-assemble,  on  motion  of  John  Robinson,  at  3:00,  and  ad- 
journ at  5:00  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  ''Bar  of  the  Conference"  in- 
clude the  first  two  posts  from  the  pulpit. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie,  pastor  of  this  church,  extended  to  the  Con- 
ference, in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  a  cordial  welcome. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn  it  was  agreed  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Worship. 

Rev.  Dr.  Alford  suggested,  the  President,  D,\  Bobbitt,  Rev.  T. 
W.  Guthrie,  pastor,  and  Rev.  O.  J.  Brent,  together  with  H.  A. 
Crawford  and  J.  L.  Edwards,  who  were  appointed. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Boshamer  moved  that  we  have  no  other  Committees 
unless  asked  for,  for  a  special  purpose. 
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Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill,  of  the  Mt.  Gilead  circi.it,  Fayetteville  Di  - 
trict,  was  introduced  by  the  President,  and  invited  to  a  seat  in  the 
Conference. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Alexander,  of  the  Presbyterian  Gtmrch,  also  intro- 
duced. 

Discipline  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Conference,  read  and  com- 
mented upon  by  the  President,  who  delivered  an  earnest  and  im- 
pressive address  to  the  Conference,  stating  that  he  had  never  been 
associated  with  a  class  of  ministers  more  earnest  and  faithful  in 
their  work  than  those  of  the  Charlotte  District.  Exhorted  them 
to  begin  now  at  the  opening  to  pray  earnestly  for  the  "outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Ghost"  upon  us,  that  the  blessings  of  God  may  richly 
descend  upon  them  while  here; — that  they  may  return  to  their  re- 
spective fields  of  labor  with  renewed  strength; — that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  more  successfully  prosecute  their  work.  He  touching- 
ly  besought  ministers  aud  laymen  to  pray  constantly  and  fervently 
for  rich  supplies  of  grace,  that  they  may,  while  here,  exert  holy  and 
pious  influence  upon  this  community,  and  may  be  the  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  God  to  accomplish  great  and  lasting  good.  En- 
treated each  delegate  and  minister  to  work  and  pray,  especially 
for  a  blessing  upon  the  families  who  so  kindly  and  hospitably  have 
received  us  into  theii  homes.  Concluded  by  urging  the  Confer- 
ence in  their  conversation,  to  be  prudent:  to  speak  words  of  sober- 
ness, kindness,  and  brotherly  love.  He  felt  much  gratified  to  ob- 
serve a  decided  improvement  among  the  ministers  in  this  particu- 
lar. Again  urged  the  Conference  to  unite  in  beseeching  Almighty 
God  to  let  his  blessing  richly  descend  upon  us,  and  our  labors 
while  here,  that  this  town  may  enjoy  a  gracious  revival  of  religion. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie  announced  that  Rev.  T.  H.  Edwards  would 
preach  in  this  church  to-night. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn,  Bro.  W.  C.  Wolfe  was  request- 
ed to  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  Conference  in  pamphlet  form, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  publish  at  cnce,  and  sell  at  10  cents  per 
copy,  or  solicit  adyertisements  for  thirty  days,  then  sell  at  5  cents 
per  copy. 

Wednesday  Evening,  Aug.  7,  1878. 
Conference  called  to  order  at  3J  o'clock,  by  the  President. 
Religious  services  by  Rev.  M.  V.  Sherrill. 


Charlotte  District  Conference. 


8 


Pastoral  charges  called,  and  the  arrival  of  five  additional  dele- 
gates announced. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  T.  N.  Stephenson,  it  was  agreed  to  recon- 
sider the  time  of  meeting  for  afternoon  sessions,  and  after  some 
discussion  the  Conference  decided  to  assemble  at  3^  o'clock,  and 
adjourn  at  will. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie  asked  for  a  Committee  on  Education. — 
Rev.'s  A.  A.  Boshamer,  H.  P.  Cole,  and  C.  M.  Pepper  with  John 
Robinson  and  J.  B.  Squires,  were  appointed  to  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Rev.  O.  J.  Brent  asked  for  a  Committee  of  three  on  Church  Lit- 
erature. Rev.'s  O.  J.  Brent  and  R.  T.  N.  Stephenson,  with  H.  Wi 
Lodbetter,  were  appointed  to  compose  the  same. 

Rev.  0.  M.  Pepper  asked  for  a  Committee  of  three  on  Temper- 
ance. Rev.'s  J.  H.  Guinn  and  L.  E.  Stacy  with  B.  G.  Graham,  v.ere 
appointed  to  constitute  said  Committee. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Charlotte,  Tryon  Street — Rev.  A.  A.  Boshamer. — Spiritual  condi- 
tion of  his  people  has  improved  since  last  Conference.  His  congre- 
gations are  large; — has  never  had  more  attentive  congregations 
anywhere  than  at  Charlotte.  Has  communion  services  on  the  first 
Sabbath  of  each  month,  and  love  feast  on  the  Friday  evening  im- 
mediately preceding.  His  Wednesday  night  pra}Ter  meeting  is 
very  interesting.  Has  a  Young  Men's  Sunday  Morning  Prayer 
Meeting,  which  he  regards  as  very  profitable.  They  hold,  in  con- 
nection with  this,  a  Monthly  Experience  Meeting,  which  are  occa- 
sions of  great  interest  and  benefit.  Has  baptized  14  infants.  Has 
a  commodious  and  comfortable  parsonage,  convenient  to  the 
church.  A  capital  church,  eligibly  located.  Has  recently  under- 
gone some  attractive  internal  improvements — having  been  newly 
kalsomined,  and  considerable  painting  done.  Finances  a  little  bet- 
ter than  last  }Tear — over  one-third  paid.  Has  fine,  flourishing  Sun- 
day School,  numbering  245;  average  attendance,  160.  Dr.  T.  C. 
Smith,  Superintendent,  is  emphatically  a  live  Sabbath  School  man. 
In  reply  to  questions,  states  that 'he  has  very  little  trouble  with 
worldly  amusements.  Some  occasionally  attend  operas.  Has  some 
trouble  with  intemperance. 

Dr.  Green  thinks  the  Young  Men's  Prayer  Meeting  is  one  of  the 
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great  spiritual  feeders  of  the  church.  It  is  conducted  almost  en- 
t  rely  by  young  men,  who  can  be  relied  upon.  It  was  organiz.  d 
under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burkhead. 

A.  Hales  being  called  up,  states,  in  reply  to  questions,  that  he 
regards  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  membership  decidedly  better 
than  formerly.  Finances  are  behind,  but  cannot  be  attributed  to 
want  of  appreciation  of  their  pastor,  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
stewards,  but  to  the  extreme  scarcity  of  money,  and  to  that  alone. 
Church  property  valued  at  $18,000. 

Pineville  Circuit — Rev.  L.  E.  Stacy. — Has  tour  appointments — 
two  in  Mecklenburg  and  two  in  Union.  Congregations  good  at  all; 
at  Harrison's  large.  People  a  good,  unassuming,  pious  people.  His 
members  do  not  drink.  During  the  year  he  has  known  of  but  one 
niau  drinking — and  he  made  confessions  and  asked  to  be  retained 
in  the  church;  said  if  he  was  expelled,  he  would  apply  immediate- 
ly for  read  mission.  This  is  the  only  member  he  knows  to  drink  at 
all.  No  drinking  in  all  that  section  of  country.  No  "dram  shops." 
Church  buildings  all  good,  and  in  nice  condition; — all  painted. 
One  has  been  repaired,  at  a  cost  of  about  $85.00,  during  the  year. 
Has  one  very  good  brick  church.  Steps  are  being  taken,  wkh  en- 
couraging prospect  of  success,  to  build  a  parsonage.  Has  one 
more  Sabbath  School  than  last  year; — now  has  three.  Those  at 
Hebron  and  Marvin  are  not  large,  not  having  more  than  thirty 
scholars  each.  The  one  at  Harrison's  is  very  large,  and  remarka- 
ble in  its  success  and  growth.  From  the  report  of  Dr.  Lee,  pas- 
tor of  last  year,  it  numbered  70;  it  is  now  more  thau  twice  as 
large,  having  on  the  roll  154;  and  more  come  in  every  Sabbath. 
The  members  are  working  for  it.  They  go  out  into  the  "hedges 
and  highways,"  and  bring  them  in.  No  missionary  ground.  Ha> 
preached  once  or  twice  at  one  other  place  than  his  regular  ap- 
pointment. His  people  generally  observe  the  sacraments  of  the 
church.  Has  baptized  one  adult  and  four  children.  No  opposition 
among  his  membership  to  "infant  baptism."  Has  received  one  into 
the  church.  Members  not  given  to  worldly  amusements.  Some 
families  conduct  family  worship,  but  not  a  large  per  cent,  as  he 
would  like  to  see.  In  reply  to  question,  states  that  he  thinks  the 
enforcement  of  the  Prohibitory  Law  in  that  country  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  temperate  habits  of  the  people; — it  certainly  re- 
moves a  very  great  temptation.    His  stewards  manifest  a  great  in- 
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terest  in  his  comfort  and  support; — visit  him  and  enquire  after  his 
wants.  They  are  better  organized  than  usual.  Can  generally  have 
a  full  meeting  of  stewards,  and  when  they  do  meet,  always  act  in 
harmony  and  concert.  They  uever  "fuss;" — seem  to  understand, 
have  confidence  in,  and  love  each  other.  They  attend  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  well.  Has  a  No.  1  "Recording  Steward/'  J.  B. 
Squires,  who  keeps  his  book  correctly  and  nicelv. 

J.  B.  Squires  reports  they  are  rather  behind  in  their  finances; — 
have  paid  something  over  $100,  but  they  supply  their  pastor  with 
all  he  wants.  He  regards  the  people  of  the  charge  in  an  improved 
spiritual  condition.  The  members  are  generally  pious.  He  keeps 
a  book  in  which  all  the  proceedings  of  the  "official  board"  are  re- 
corded. Members  all  work  harmoniously  together;  has  never 
known  but  one  appeal  taken  from  their  action.  Have  a  Parsonage 
Building  Committee,  who  have  a  plan  in  hand  for  the  parson- 
age;— have  selected  the  location,  and  he  thinks  will  close  the  con- 
tract for  building  this  week.  Church  property  valued  at  $4,500. 
In  reply  to  question,  Rev.  L.  E.  Stacey,  states  that  he  attributes 
the  good  state  of  harmony  prevalent  among  his  people,  results 
from  the  fact  that  they  enjoy  religion. 

Stanley  Circuit — 'Rev.  Miles  Foy. — This  is  his  second  year  on  the 
circuit; — has  eight  regular  and  one  irregular  appointment.  His 
congregations  are  larger,  with  few  exceptions  this  year,  than  last. 

Has  had  between  thirty  and  thirty-five  conversions  at  one  point, 
and  taken  some  members  in  the  church  at  others.  Has  baptized 
five  adults  and  some  infants.  Some  of  his  churches  are  comforta- 
ble. Have  purchased  a  new  stove  for  one  church,  and  intend  to 
continue  their  efforts  there  till  the  church  is  ceiled.  Thinks  his  peo- 
ple are  growing  in  grace.  Has  some  intemperance.  He  is  in  a 
community  where  "bar  rooms"  are  kept; — thinks  if  the  "barrooms" 
were  all  closed,  they  would  go  "right  ahead."  Has  had  a  gracious 
revival  in  connection  with  Bro.  Wyche  at  Albemarle.  Finances 
about  one-third  pa'.d.  Sabbath  Schools  doing  well; — has  85  schol- 
ars at  one,  80  at  another,  and  a  total  of  400  on  the  circuit.  Some 
of  his  people  have  family  prayers.  He  regards  the  prospect  in  that 
country  as  encouraging.  He  has  no  trouble  with  worldly  amuse- 
ments. 

B.  C.  Blaylock  states  that  he  thinks  that  circuit  will  soon  be  self- 
sustaining.   Thinks  the  condition  of  the  charge  improving.  Thinks 
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the  stewards  are  active  in  their  endeavors  to  take  care  of  their  pas- 
tor. They  attend  the  Quarterly  Conferences  well.  Church  prop- 
erty valued  at  $3,500. 

Preaching  announced  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  by  Rev. 
L.  E.  Stacy,  of  Pineville  circuit. 

Adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  the  President. 

Second  Day,  Thursday  Morning,  Aug.  8. 
President  in  the  Chair  promptly  at  9  o'clock. 
Religious  services  by  Rev.  Z.  Rush,  of  Monroe  circuit. 
Minutes,  re  ad  and  approved. 

Nine  additional  arrivals  of  delegates  announced — making  fifty- 
four  now  present. 

The  President  requented  each  of  those  who  \  ere  not  present 
yesterday,  to  give  his  reason  for  not  being  here.  Was  glad  to  hear 
a  good  report  rendered  by  them  all. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Boshamer  stated  that  he  and  Rev.  H.  P.  Cole  had 
been  requested  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Bobbitt,  D.  D.,  Editor  of  the  Raleigh 
Christian  Advocate,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Advocate,  and 
to  deliver  to  the  pastors  some  bills  for  collection,  and  that  either 
Bro.  Cole  or  himself  was  authorized  to  receipt  for  any  bill  due  the 
Advocate,  when  paid. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES  RESUMED  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Pleasant  Grove  Circuit — Rev.  R.  T.  N.  Stephenson. — Has  six  ap- 
pointments;— four  churches — two  have  been  burned  during  the 
year; — supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  Are  mak- 
ing efforts  to  rebuild  these  churches.  Subscription  is  made  up, 
aud  bids  for  the  building  of  one  are  being  received.  They  expect 
to  rebuild  both  during  this  year.  The  spiritual  condition  is  im- 
proved. Has  had  twelve  accessions  on  "profession  of  faith."  Bap- 
tized nine.  Has  six  Sabbath  Schools,  and  two  churches.  An  in- 
creased interest  taken  in  our  church  literature.  All  the  Sunday 
Schools  use  our  literature.  This  is  his  first  year  on  the  circuit. — 
His  people  observe  the  sacraments  tolerably  well.  Children  are 
baptized.  Has  heard  of  -me  or  two  indulging  in  intoxicating  li- 
quors to  some  extent,  but  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  he  has  not 
seen  but  one  man  on  his  charge  under  the  influence  of  liquor  since 
he  came,  and  that  man  has  left  the  country.  He  is  not  troubled 
with  worldly  amusements.    He  has  a  very  efficient  board  of  stew- 
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ards.  Has  been  "very  well  cared  for."  He  regards  his  people  as 
very  consistent,  and  pious; — they  have  the  highest  standard  of  pi- 
ety of  any  people  he  has  ever  served.  Has  a  convenient  parsonage, 
tolerably  well  furnished.  A  good  well  of  water.  Church  Records 
well  kept. 

J.  H  Winchester  states,  church  property  now  valued  at  $4,200. 
Thinks  the  stewards  are  taking  proper  care  of  their  pastor; — they 
think  a  good  deal  of  him,  and  intend  to  try  to  properly  care  for 
him.  Questioned  very  particularly  by  the  President,  in  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  received  their  pastor  this  ye.*r,  he  being 
a  stranger  among  them.  Thinks  they  did  not  do  as  well  as  they 
ought  in  the  beginning,  but  will  come  out  well  in  the  end. 

A.  J.  Price  regards  the  board  of  stewards  as  efficient.  Thinks 
the  circuit  is  in  an  improving  condition.  They  did  not  do  as  well 
in  the  beginning  as  they  ought,  but  they  intend  to  end  well. 

Rev.  R.  T.  IN.  Stephenson  states  that  the  Prohibitory  Law  is  in 
force  in  a  portion  of  his  charge,  and  he  thinks  is  felt  for  good. 

Monroe  Station — Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn. — This  is  his  first  year  at  Mon- 
roe. Has  a  large  and  interesting  congregation.  Have  had  twen- 
ty-two conversions  and  forty-three  accessions  during  the  year — 
about  half  of  these  by  certificate.  He  has  been  somewhat  troubled 
to  analyze  the  spiritual  condition  of  nis  membership.  Some  things 
encouraging,  and  some  not  so.  Has  privately  approached  his 
members,  and  asked  them  individually  in  regard  to  their  religious 
experience.  Many  of  them  answer  promptly  that  they  feel  they 
are  "growing  in  grace."  Others  do  not  t^ive  such  satis- 
factory answers.  His  people  are  not  demonstrative; — are  not  to 
be  excited  by  anything  novel.  They  move  smoothly  on  in  about 
the  same  channel.  Tnis  being  his  first  year,  he  does  not  know 
their  comparative  spiritual  condition.  They  have  recently  passed 
through  a  crisis  in  that  place,  but  he  feels  that  it  is  now  over. 
He  now  has  no  trouble  with  worldly  amusements.  Prayer  meet- 
ings are  very  largely  attended  by  the  young  people; — he  regrets 
to  say  the  old  people  do  not  attend  so  well.  Has  some  trouble 
with  intemperance; — three  or  four  of  his  members  have  been 
drinking  too  much.  His  people  observe  the  sacraments  of  the 
church.  Has  baptized  three  adults  and  seven  infants,  and  has  been 
requested  to  baptize  others.  He  is  not  aware  of  any  opposition  to 
infant  baptism,  among  his  people.    Has  received  not  quite  one- 
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half  of  his  salary.  He  regards  the  Sabbath  School  as  very  good; 
— now  numbers  150,  an  increase  over  last  year.  He  was  received 
very  kindly; — was  met  at  the  depot,  on  his  arrival,  by  two  stew- 
ards, with  a  conveyance,  who  carried  him  and  family  to  the  par- 
sonage, where  they  found  a  nice  supper  awaiting  them.  The  stew- 
ards have  continued  to  kindly  care  for  him. 

E.  A.  Armfield,  reports  church  property  valued  at  $4,000  ; 
Conference  records  accurately  kept.  Thinks  finances  will  all  be 
brought  up.  Thinks  their  church  has  been  growing  gradually  for 
eight  years,  and  is  still.  Thinks  the  majority  of  the  parents  of 
the  church  are  endeavoring  to  train  tUeir  children  for  Christ. 
They  require  them  to  attend  Sabbath  School. 

Mount  Pleasant — Rev.  J.  B.  Alford. — Has  6  churches,  generally 
in  good  repair.  Stoves  in  most  of  them.  436  members.  Spiritual 
condition,  generally  pretty  good.  Had  a  good  revival  at  last  ap- 
pointment. Eight  conversions.  Has  baptised  and  received  five 
adults  into  the  church.  Baptised  19  infants.  Has  five  Sabbath 
Schools;  scholars  number  250.  Some  of  the  schools  in  rather  a 
languishing  condition,  because  there  is  a  want  of  proper  energy 
and  effort  on  the  part  of  Superintendents  and  parents.  The  pa- 
rents do  not  take  that  interest  necessary  to  make  the  Sabbath 
Schools  successful.  Church  Literature  not  taken  and  read  as  it 
should  be.  He  thinks  his  people  do  not  read  enough.  Salary  about 
one-third  paid.  Not  troubled  much  with  drinking.  No  dancing. 
Has  made  special  inquiry  in  his  church  meetings  in  regard  to 
these  things.  He  regards  his  people  as  pious.  Family  worship 
not  observed  as  it  should  be,  not  because  they  do  not  properly  ap- 
preciate the  duty,  but  because  they  did  not  when  converted  begin, 
and  now  they  do  not  take  up  the  cross.  He  thinks  all  the  children 
who  are  converted  join  our  church,  but  parents  are  not  as  careful 
in  the  instruction  and  training  of  their  children  as  they  should 
be.  This  is  his  first  year  on  the  charge.  Was  very  pleasantly  and 
hospitably  received.  The  stewards  had  provided  provisions  for 
him  before  his  arrival.  Some  of  them  take  quite  an  interest  in  his 
welfare  ;  have  been  very  kind,  has  a  very  good  comfortable  par- 
sonage; a  good  well  of  water. 

M.  Dove  reports  church  property  valued  at  $5,000.  Thinks 
some  of  the  stewards  might  do  better. 

Albemarle  Circuit — Rev.  L  T.  Wyche. — Spiritual  condition  very 
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fair.  Has  quite  a  number  of  very  pious  and  consistent  people. 
Had  a  good  meeting  in  Albemarle;  20  accessions  to  the  church; 
had  some  interest  at  Centre.  Have  there  a  Christian 
Association  of  young  men  that  is  doing  good. 

There  is  now  a  meeting  of  considerable  interest  in  progress  at 
Stoney  Hill.  Sabbath  School  interest  increasing; — number  im- 
proving at  every  point; — some  are  carried  on  all  winter.  Two 
churches,  Randall  and  Zoab,  speak  of  uniting; — he  thinks  it  would 
be  wise  for  them  to  do  so.  His  churches  are  in  tolerable  condi- 
tion;— some  have  stoves,  others,  none.  Has  good,  comfortable 
parsonage.  Have  paid  over  one-third  of  salary; — thinks  all  will 
be  paid.  Two  members  who  died,  left  a  bequest  each — the  condi- 
tions of  which  require  the  amounts  to  be  invested,  and  the  inter- 
est to  be  paid  annually  to  the  pastor  and  Presiding  Elder.  Has 
heard  of  one  or  two  members  indulging  in  strong  drink.  Has  no 
trouble  with  dancing.  This  is  his  first  year  on  the  circuit.  Stew- 
ards did  not  make  preparations  for  his  arrival; — he  thinks  they 
expect  the  pastor  to  supply  himself,  and  they  would  pay  the  bill; 
believes  this  is  their  custom.  Have  not  enquired  much  after  his 
necessities. 

Eli  Lentz  reports  church  property  valued  at  $3,450.  He  does 
not  think  the  stewards  have  been  as  faithful  in  looking  after  the 
interest  of  their  pastor  and  family,  as  they  should  be;  but  does  not 
know  very  mnch  about  this  himself,  as  he  lives  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  parsonage.  Thinks  the  assessments  will  all  be  paid. 

The  President  urges  the  importance  of  always  preparing  to  give 
their  new  pastor  a  cordial  and  kind  reception. 

Adjourned  for  preaching  by  Rev.  L.  E.  Stacey,  of  Pineville  cir- 
cuit. 


Afternoon  Session,  Second  Day  Aug .  8. 
President  in  the  Chair  at  3:30  o'clock,  promptly. 
Religious  services  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Hoyle,  of  South  Charlotte  Cir- 
cuit. 

Three  arrivals  announced. 

E.  A.  Armfield,  of  Monroe,  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  District 
parsonage,  submitted  remarks  iu  relation  to  the  property,  and 
thinks  a  settlement  should  be  made.  Called  for  a  Committee  of 
five,  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  report  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow 
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morning-.  E.  A.  Arwfield,  J.  H.  Winchester.  H.  C.  Fladger,  H.  A. 
Crawford  and  J.  R.  Elkins  compose  Committee. 

The  following  resolution  in  regard  to  Railroad  Co.'s  running- 
excursions  on  the  Sabbath,  offered  by  Rev.'s  0.  J.  Brent  and  C. 
M.  Pepper,  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas.  The  practice  of  running  excui  sion  trains  on  thelhply 
Sabbath  day  to  places  of  religious  convocation,  is  bringing  re- 
proach upon  the  cause  of  Christ,  and 

Whereas,  We  regard  it,  whether  by  members  of  our  Church, 
the  Railroad  Authorities,  or  any  party,  chartering  ttaius  for  such 
purposes,  as  an  open  violation  of  the  fourth  commandment,  "  Re- 
member the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,'"  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  as  a  District  Conference,  earnestly  deprecate 
such  practices  and  most  urgently  request  our  preachers  and  mem- 
bers to  desist  from  this  sinful  course. 

O.  J.  BRENT, 
C.  M.  PEPPER. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
forward  a  copy  of  said  preamble  and  resolution  at  once,  to  the 
Wilmington  Star  and  Charlotte  Observer  for  publication. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES,  BY  THE  PRESIDENT,  RESUMED. 

Calvary  31-issiov — Rev.  J.  F.  Butt. — Has  had  240  conversions — 
38  since  last  Annual  Conference; — has  some  almost  weekly.  Mem- 
bership now  150.  Good  many  of  his  converts  were  members  of 
some  church  at  the  time.  Has  lost  about  20  members  during  the 
year; — some  left,  others  were  expelled.  Has  no  dancing,  circus  or 
theatre  going; — does  not  allow  such  things  in  his  church.  Thinks 
there  should  be  a  difference  between  the  world  and  the  church. — 
Has  seven  stewards  and  class  leaders; — each  of  these  lead  a  class, 
and  have  weekly  meetings  on  Monday  night.  They  look  after  the 
morals  of  the  members,  and  report  an}r  inconsistencies  observed 
among  them.  Has  baptized  about  25  adults  and  25  children. — 
Sabbath  School  is  in  a  very  nourishing  condition; — they  devote 
half  an  hour  in  their  Sunday  School  to  devotional  exercises; — 
School  numbers  about  100.  For  five  years  preceding  last  year, 
did  not  raise  $20  for  support  of  ministry; — paid  past jr  last  year 
one  hundred  dollars;— have  ag'reed  to  pay  this  year,  four  hundred 
dollars  to  pastor,  and  five  dollars  quarterly  to  P.  Elder; — paid 
first  twTo  quarterly  installments.  Hi*  congregations  are  very  large. 
Has  a  membership  of  working  people;  son  e  of  hismembers  who  are 
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now  good  and  useful  men,  a  year  ago  were  drunkards.  Has  a 
ladies  prayer  meeting  ;  they  meet  weekly  and  pray  and  talk  about 
religion.  They  are  greatly  encouraged  at  its  success.  Has  a  gen- 
eral class  meeting  weekly,  at  3  o'clock  Sunday  evening,  it  is  atten- 
ded by  some  200  and  are  occasions  of  much  enjoyment  and  bene- 
fit to  his  people.  Administers  the  sacrament  regularly.  They  are 
seasons  of  great  rejoicing  among  them.  These  sacramental  and 
class  meeting  occasions  exert  a  fine  influence  in  keeping  his 
membership  united.  A  few  years  ago  these  people  were  the  wick- 
edest and  most  ungodly  people  on  earth  ;  now  many  of  them  are 
deeply  pious.  Or  the  38  years  spent  in  the  service  of  G-od,  the 
last  two  with  these  people  have  been  the  happiest  of  his  life; 
Thinks  this  church  will  soon  become  self-sustaining.  May  be  able 
to  support  a  single  man  next  year.  They  have  improved  rapidly 
in  their  disposition  and  ability  to  pay  their  pastor.  Has  never 
witnessed  a  revival  where  so  many  of  the  converts  held  out  faith- 
fully, as  those  alluded  to  in  this  report.  Some  of  the  conversions 
were  wonderful  indeed.  Has  some  members,  who  a  year  ago 
drank  daily  a  quart  of  liquor,  who  could  not  now  be  induced  un- 
der any  circumstances  to  drink  a  drop.  Church  property  valued  at 
$1,500. 

Monroe  Circuit — Rev.  Z.  Rush. — First  year  on  the  circuit.  Has 
11  appointments.  Congregations  are  good  and  very  attentive  to 
preaching.  Has  had  some  revivals  and  15  converts.  Revival  in- 
dications at  all  his  appointments  enc  uraging.  Church  buildings 
are  inferior.  Church  property  valued  at  $2,500.  Has  some  trou- 
ble because  of  intemperance  Good  deal  of  drinking  in  that  sec- 
tion of  country.  Not  troubled  with  worldly  amusements.  Has  7 
Sabbath  Schools  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Has  a  tolerably  good 
parsonage  paid  for.  No  well  of  water.  The  Spring  is  not  last- 
ing. His  people  observe  the  sacraments  of  the  church.  Some 
conduct  family  worship.  Many  o.o  not.  Has  some  very  pious, 
devoted  Christians  on  his  Circuit.  Some  are  spasmodic.  Stewards 
did  not  prepare  for  his  arrival.  Supposes  they  did  not  know 
when  he  would  come.  They  laid  in  no  provisions  for  him;  have 
since  sent  in  some.  Stewards  have  not  been  to  see  him  and  en- 
quired after  his  necessities  as  much  as  they  ought.  J.  S.  Marsh  re- 
ports that  they  have  not  paid  as  much  as  they  should.  He  lives 
some  distance  in  the  country,  and  does  not  know  how  often  the 
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stewards  visit  their  pastor.  He  has  enquired  after  his  wants 
when  he  ^mild  meet  him.  Does  not  think  the  stewards  as  faith- 
ful and  active  as  the}7  ought  to  be.  They  intend  to  pay  their 
preacher  at  his  church. 

A'Dr^nmlle  Circuit — Kev.  T.  H.  Edwards. — This  is  his  2nd  year 
on  tin  ircnit.  Beginning  was  more  encouraging  than  the  first; 
he  received  more  attention.  At  first  Quarterly  Conference,  they 
passed  a  resolution  requesting  him  not  to  preach  as  often  as  be  did 
last  year.  Has  7  churches,  one  other  appointment.  One  good 
large  church;  2  other  tolerably  good  ones;  tv  o  comparatively  new, 
though  unfinished  ones,  and  2  very  inferior  ones.  They  are  build- 
ing a  new  church  at  Polkton,  expect  to  complete  it  by  their  next 
Quarterly  Conference.  Church  property  valued  at  $4,500.  Has  a 
good  parsonage;  it  is  about  paid  for.  Has  Sabbath  Schools  at  all 
his  appointments  but  2;  they  are  tolerably  good.  He  has  a  stereo- 
typed membership;  nothing  can  move  them.  Seme  of  them  will  do 
their  duty  in  spite  of  everything  and  will  not  do  more  than  their 
duty  to  save  anything.  Does  not  think  his  leading  members  are 
in  office.  The  charge  ib  not  much  behind  others  in  finances,  but 
the  stewards  have  paid  him  only  a  very  small  amount.  Nearly  all 
the  money  he  has  received  has  been  handed  to  him  by  individuals. 
They  need  a  board  of  active  stewards.  His  present  Board  is  not 
faithful  and  efficent.  Thinks  the  Becor  1  is  well  kept.  Has  had 
one  or  two  cases  of  members  drinking  too  much.  No  trouble  with 
worldly  amusements.  The  young  men  of  his  charge  do  not  take  an 
interest  in  Sabbath  Schools,  nor  the  church.      Young  ladies  do. 

Resolution  in  regard  to  houses  of  worship  offered  by  Bev.  A.  A. 
Boshamer. 

Whereas,  Many  of  our  churches  are  in  bad  condition;  and 
Whereas,  It  is  almost  impossible  to  worship  God  in  such  hcuses 
duriug  the  winter  season;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conference,  that 
wherever  practicable,  our  congregations  should  erect  good,  com- 
modious buildings  and  furnish  them  with  stoves. 

A.  A.  BOSHAMEB. 

B.  T.  N.  STEPHENSON. 
Discussed  by  Bev.'s  T.  W.  Guthrie,  and  B.  T.  N.  Stephenson. 
On  motion  of  John  Bobinson,  renewed  by  Bev.  C.  M.  Pepper, 

made  the  order  of  business  for  3:30  to-morrow  evening. 
Adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  the  President. 
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Third  Day,  Friday  Morning,  Aug.  9. 
President  in  the  Chair  promptly  at  9  o'clock. 
Services  introduced  by  singing  "Rock  of  Ages."    Prayer  by  W. 
F.  Stubbs,  of  Wadesboro  Circuit. 
Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Pepper  offered  a  resolution  pledging  efforts  to  sell 
minutes.    Adopted,  after  some  remarks  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Pepper. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  Bro.  \Yolfe  shall  publish  our  minutes  as 
be  has  proposed,  we  will  each  of  us  make  a  special  effort  to  sell  as 
many  copies  of  the  minutes  as  possible,  and  that  we  consider  this 
arrangement  permanent,  so  long  as  W.  C.  Wolfe  shall  be  disposed 
to  print  them.  C.  M.  PEPPER. 

T.  H.  EDWARDS. 

On  motion  of  E.  A.  Arrnfield,  B.  G.  Graham,  because  of  sickness 
in  family,  and  Rev.  L  E.  Stacey,  who  was  compelled  to  leave  this 
morning,  were  excused  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  and 
Rev.  M.  H.  Hoyle  and  A.  J.  Price  were  substituted  for  them  on 
said  Committee. 

By  request  of  E.  A.  Arrnfield,  the  Committee  on  District  Par- 
sonage was  enlarged  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  pastoral 
charge  in  the  District.  R.  B.  Kluttz,  Rev.  J.  F.  Butt,  A.  Hale,  J. 
B.  Squires,  J.  S.  Marsh,  W.  A.  Allen,  J.  R,  Dunn,  W.  S.  Kendall, 
M.  Dove,  and  Eli  Lentz  were  added.  Rev.  L.  E.  Stacy,  of  Pine- 
ville,  granted  leave  of  absence  because  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
leave.  The  President  stated  that  he  knew  Bro.  Stacey  was  com- 
pelled to  leave;  and  he  hoped  that  no  member  of  this  Conference 
would  leave  till  after  adjournment,  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessa- 
ry for  him  to  do  so; — he  dwelt  at  home  length  with  force  and  ear- 
nestness, upon  the  importance  of  the  members  remaining  to  the 
close,  and  discharging  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
church — concluding  by  saying  that  he  sincerely  hoped  no  member 
would  leave.  He  again  urged  the  Conference,  with  eloquence  and 
fervency,  to  re-consecrate  themselves  to  the  services  of  God,  and  be 
more  zealous  and  constant  in  their  appeals  for  His  blessings  upon 
us  while  here,  and  upon  this  community — whoso  kindly  and  pleas- 
antly entertain  us. 

Rev.  T.  M.  Jones,  D.  D.,  President  of  Greensboro  Female  Col- 
lege, and  Rev.  J.  W.  Jenkins,  of  Rockingham,  Fayetteville  Dist. 
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were  introduced  by  the  President. 
One  arrival  announced 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES,  RESUMED  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

LilesviUe  Circuit — Eev.  C.  M.  Pepper. — Has  six  churches  and  one 
school  house,  used  almost  entirely  for  a  church.  Has  a  very  good 
^parsonage,  very  eligibly  located,  and  in  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
villages  he  has  found  in  N.  C.  His  opportunities  for  making  pro- 
gress have  not  been  good  for  a  year  and  a  half,  because  of  his  fee- 
ble health.  He  has  been  unable  to  do  much  pastoral  visiting.  He 
has  missed  only  one  or  two  appointments  during  this  year.  In 
some  respects  the  spiritual  indications  are  good.  Congregations 
are  larger; — attention  to  preaching  excellent;  and  very  little  irreg- 
ularities in  the  lives  of  his  members; — has  had  one  or  two  cases  of 
drinking.  Had  some  difficulties  among  some  ol  the  members 
which  did  harm.  Very  few  members  conduct  family  worship. — 
Have  not  that  zeal  for  Sabbath  Schools  their  importance  demands; 
has  one  model  school  at  Lilesville.  superintended  by  H.  G.  Fladg- 
er; — it  is  accomplishing  a  vast  deal  of  good.  This  church  is  build- 
ing up; — membership  has  been  more  than  doubled  in  the  last  18 
months,  and  is  still  advancing.  He  thinks  as  much  of  the  growth 
and  progress  of  this  church  is  attributable  to  the  Sabbatb  School 
as  to  the  pastor.  Has  one  other  right  efficient  school; — two  oth- 
ers in  a  sickly  condition; — thinks  they  will  die  before  the  hot  da^s 
of  August  are  over.  His  official  members  are  good  and  true: — at- 
tend Quarterly  Conferences  promptl}-,  and  try  to  take  care  of  and 
sustain  their  pastor.  His  people  do  not  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  Gospel  according  to  their  ability.  There  is  plenty  of  wealth 
on  that  cicuit  to  make  it  a  fust-class  work;  but  they  give  their  pas- 
tor a  meagre  support.  Thinks  they  will  do  better  this  year; — hopes 
they  will  pay  all  the  assessed  salary; — if  the  people  of  Lilesville  Cir- 
cuit would  pay  the  salary  they  are  abundantly  able  to  contribute, 
any  pastor  would  be  glad  to  serve  them.  Another  great  need  on 
the  circuit  is  more  pious,  consecrated  men;  very  few  of  them  will 
pray  in  public; — most  all  observe  the  sacraments  of  the  church; — 
baptize  their  children.  Very  few  absent  themselves  from  the  "Lord's 
Table."    Have  repaired  three  churches  during  this  year;  re-covered 
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two,  and  almost  entirely  remodeled  one.  There  is  very  little  drink- 
ing in  that  country,  A  few  years  ago,  Lilesviile  was  celebrated  for 
drinking,  fussing  and  righting.  Church  has  recently  been  incorpo- 
rated, and  it  is  now  a  rare  instance  to  see  a  drunken  man,  and  he 
attributes  the  change  to  the  fact  that  prohibition  is  there  enforced. 

H.  G.  Fladger  reports:  Have  paid  pastor  $250.  Church  proper- 
ty valued  at  $6,000.  He  believes  the  people  intend  to  pay  their 
pastor; — they  love  him,  as  they  have  every  reason  to; — they  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  good  and  true  man; — he  is  certainly  trying  to  do 
them  all  the  good  he  can.  There  is  some  debt  due  on  the  parson- 
age, but  the}7  l^ave  made  an  arrangement  b}T  which  they  have  se- 
cured an  abundance  of  time  in  which  to  pay  it,  and  he  hopes  it  will 

be  paid.    Records  are  well  kept,  he  thinks. 
■      /  „  /1  £L 

Concord  Station — Rev.  H.  P.  Cole. — Regards  the  spiritual  condi- 
tion better  than  last  year; — his  members  were  greatly  strengthen- 
ed by  a  gracious  revival  last  Fall,  during  which  there  were  many 
conversions  from  whom  there  were  quite  a  number  of  accessions  to 
the  church.  Fair  attendance  upon  and  good  attention  to  preaching. 
Wednesday  night  prayer  meetings  well  attended.  Has  a  young 
men's  prayer  meeting  which  he  thinks  has  done  good.  Feels  con- 
fident it  has  been  instrumental  in  keeping  some  joung  men  from 
going  back  into  the  world.  Attendances  upon  the  sacrament  and 
ordinances  of  the  church  very  good.  Sabbath  School  is  ia  a  good 
condition.  It  is  one  of  the  best  organized  he  has  ever  known. 
With  one  exception  is  not  troubled  in  the  church  with  intemper- 
ance. Except  this  one  he  does  not  believe  there  is  a  single 
member  who  is  even  a  dram-driuker.  There  is  not  one  who  would 
vote  against  prohibition.  Prohibition  was  in  force  there  when  he 
came,  now  it  is  not  and  there  is  a  very  manifest  difference  in  the 
amount  of  drinking  ;  yet  to  the  credit  of  the  Church  his  members 
have  not  yielded  to  the  temptation.  They  are  still  strong  in  their 
opposition  to  the  liquor  traffic,  and  would  put  it  down  if  they 
could.  A  very  large  per  cent,  of  his  members  conduct  family  wor- 
ship. All  of  his  Board  of  stewards  do.  His  stewards  are  very 
very  clever  gentlemen.  He  knows  of  no  member  of  his  church 
who  dances;  has  no  trouble  with  worldly  amusements. 

W.  R  Odell,  Superintendent  Sunday  School,  presents  statistical 
report  of  Sabbath  School:    No.  Officers,    3.    No.    Teachers,  18. 
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Scholars,  82.  Total,  103.  Average  attendance  during  6  months, 
74.    Collections,  $25.63.    Missionary  collection,  $7.00. 

J.  R.  Eikina  reports  church  property  valued  at  $6,500.  Have 
paid  Presiding  Elder $32.60.  Pastor  $142.96.  Raised  for  otter 
objects,  $44.37. 

Revs.  A.  A.  Boshaiuer  and  H.  P.  Cole,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, upon  family  worship: 

Whereas  It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  family  worship  is  neglect- 
ed by  a  great  many  beads  of  the  families  connected  with  our 
Church;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  Family  altar  is  essential  to  the 
highest  development  of  the  christian  home-life;  therefore 

Besolced,  That  we  the  ministers  and  delegates  of  the  Charlotte 
District  Conference,  profoundly  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  subject  of  family  worship,  do  most  earnestly  request  the  peo- 
ple of  our  church  throughout,  the  oistrict  who  have  not  alteadv 
done  so,  to  erect  at  once  an  altar  in  their  homes,  and  thus  gather 
their  families  more  directly  under  the  shadow  and  protection  of 
the  Divine  wings.  A.  A.  BOSHAMER, 

H.  P.  COLE. 

Discussed  by  Rev.  T.  W.  Gutherie,  M.  H.  Hoyle  and  T.  H.  Ed- 
wards, and  adopted.  President  requested  Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn  to 
lead  m  prayer,  especially  that  our  heads  of  families  may  establish 
and  keep  up  family  altars. 

The  discussioncf  the  above  resolution  elicited  much  interest,  a  deep 
impression  seemed  to  be  made  upon  the  Conference  and  congre- 
gation, aud  the  "  Spirit  of  God  "  seemed  to  "  rest  upon  us."  The 
Conference  and  congregation  joined  heartily  in  singing,  "Come 
Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing." 

J.  B.  Squires,  W.  S.  Kendall,  and  others  offered  a  resolution  in 
regard  to  our  statistics. 

Besolved,  1st.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conference  that 
preachers  and  delegates  should  hereafter  come  prepared  to  give 
correct  reports  of  all  statistical  matter,  and  that  no  report  begin- 
ning with  "  about  "  should  be  received. 

Besolved,  That  inasmuch  as  our  minutes  are  to  be  printed,  they 
should  hereafter  contain  in  tabular  form  the  following  items,  viz  ; 
No.  of  Sunday  Schools,  Teachers  and  Scholars;  No.  of  Church 
papers  taken;  No.  Baptized;  Amount  raised  for  Church  repairs 
and  extension;  For  Pastor  and  Presiding  Elder,  or  any  other 
church  purpose.  L.  E.  STACY, 

Wm.  S.  KENDALL, 
J.  B.  SQUIRES, 
H.  G.  FLADGER. 


Charlotte  District  Conference.  17 

After  some  discussion  by  Eevs.  J.  H.  Guinn,  A.  A.  Boehamer, 
and  J.  B.  Squires,  it  was  lost. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Pepper  presented  for  distribution  several  copies  of 
The  Carolina  Methodist  and  stated  that  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive subscriptions  from  any  who  may  desire  to  take  the  paper. 

Rev.  O.  J.  Brent,  Cnm'n  ot  Committee  on  Church  Literature, 
submitted  and  read  their  report: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHURCH  LITERATURE. 

Without  an  extended  preamble,  your  Committee  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Conferenc  e  to  the  grievous  fact  that  in  proportion 
to  our  number  in  membership,  our  church  papers  are  not  c  irculat- 
ed among  our  people  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  demand,  nor  as 
we  see  and  feel  that  it  would  be  a  great  instrument  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  people,  in  mind  and  spirituality;  therefore, 

Resolved  1st,  That  we,  as  members  <»f  this  District  Conference, 
will  make  greater  efforts  in  the  future  to  to  circulate  our  church 
literature  among  our  people. 

Resolved  2nd,  That  we  recommend  to  our  people  the  Raleigh 
Christian  Advocate  our  adopted  organ,  and  the  Carolina  Methodist. 
as  papers  worthy  of  their  patronage. 

Resolved  3rd,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conferencefthat 
our  Sunday  Schools  cannot  do  better  than  to  take  all  of  our  Sun- 
day School  literature. 

Resolved  4th,  That  we  recommend  the  Nashville  Christian  Advo- 
cate, which  is  the  organ  of  the  M.  E  Church,  South,  to  our  people. 

O.  J.  BRENT,  Chm'n. 

Conference  adjourned  for  preaching  by  Rev.  R.  T.  N.  Stephen- 
son. 


Afternoon  Session.  Friday,  Au^.  9. 
President  in  the  Chair  promptly  at  2:30  o'clock. 
Religious  services  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Butt,  of  Calvary  Mission,  Char- 
lotte. 

Letter  from  W.  C.  Wolfe  in  regard  to  publishing  minutes,  read 
to  Conference  and  placed  on  record. 

Resolution  in  reference  to  condition  of  church  buildings,  "called 
up;v' — discussed  by  Rev.'s  A.  A.  Boshamer,  T.  W.  Guthrie,  T.  H. 
Edwards,  Z.  Rush,  M.  H.  Hoyle,  Dr.  Green,  and  John  Robinson, 
and  adopted. 

Rev.'s  O.  J.  Brent  and  T.  W.  Guthrie  offered  a  resolution  recom- 
mending to  two  or  more  congregations  under  given  circumstances 
to  unite  and  build  one  good  church. 
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Resolved  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conference,  that  in 
many  of  our  pastoral  charges  in  this  District  there  are  too  many 
churches,  so-called,  to  meet  the  demands  of  our  people.  Therefore, 
we  recommend  that  in  our  judgment,  in  cases  where  two  or  more 
inferior  churches  ate  near  together,  the  congregations  ought  to 
unite  and  build  one  good  church.  O.  J.  BRENT. 

T.  W.  GUTHRIE. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn,  chairman  committee  on  Temperance  submit- 
ted their  report  which  after  discussion  by  Revs.  J  H  Guinn,  Z  Rush 
and  M.  H.  Hoyle  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Whereas,  We  regard  intemperance  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of 
the  day — destructive  alike  of  the  peace  and  morals  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  it  exists;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  this  to  be  the  opportune  time  for  ail  lovers 
of  God  and  humanity,  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  efforts  that 
are  being  made  to  dispel  it  from  the  land.  Therefore 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  as  ministers  and  laj'men  of  the  Charlotte 
District,  will  renew  \  ith  increased  zeal  our  efforts  to  remove  this 
great  curse  from  our  midst,  not  only  by  enforcing  the  rules  of  the 
church  but  by  exerting  our  influence  in  favor  of  such  legislation 
as  shall  remove  it  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  State. 

Resolved,  2nd.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conference 
that  every  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South,  is  morally  bound, 
(by  his  church  vows)  not  only  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicating 
beverages,  but  to  use  all  legal  means  to  put  a  stop  to  all  traffic  in 
the  same. 

Resolved,  3rd.  That  the  above  shall  be  so  corstrued  as  to  include 
the  use  of  and  traffic  in  all  malt  liquors. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  GUINN, 
M.  H.  HOYLE, 
A.  J.  PRICE. 

H  G.  Fladger  and  J.  B.  Squires,  offered  a  resolution  referring 
to  collection  and  reception  of  pastors  support  by  stewards,  which 
after  discussion  by  H.  G.  Fladger  and  Rev.  Z.  Rush,  was  adopted. 

Whereas,  There  is  an  apparant  growing  disposition  among  our 
people  to  disregard  the  office  of  our  stewards,  and  thus  render 
less  efficient  our  system  of  collecting  our  ministers  salaries;  and 

Whereas,  We  regard  this  an  evil,  which  must  result  in  injury  to 
our  Church  and  people  and  ought  to  be  speedily  remedied  if  pos- 
sible. Now  therefore, 

Resolved,  1st,  That  this  District  Conference  earnestly  appeal  to 
our  people  in  the  bounds  of  the  Charlotte  District  to  pay  the  sal- 
aries of  their  pastors  through  their  respective  stewards,  to  the  end 
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that  our  boards  of  stewards  may  be  more  efficient,  our  system  of 
collecting  perpetuated,  and  the  wants  of  our  ministers  more 
speedily  supplied. 

Resolved,  2nd.  That  we  believe  our  people  need  only  to  be 
taught  their  duty,  to  insure  a  ready  and  willing  obedience. 

Resolved,  3rd.  Tnat  the  pastors  of  the  various  charges  read  these 
resolutions  to  their  people,  and  urge  their  compliance  with  the 
same. 

H.  G.  FLADGER, 
J.  B.  SQUIRES. 
E.  A.  Armfield,  Chairman  Committee  on  District  Parsonage  sub- 
mitted their  report,  which  was  after  some  discussion  adopted,  as 
as  follows: 

The  Co  nmittee  t  >  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  D. sprier, 
parsonage,  after  mature  deliberation  and  finding  that  the  amounts 
assessed  to  each  pastoral  charge  had  been  assumed  by  the  respec- 
tive Boards  of  Stewards,  unanimously  conclude,  that  it  would  be 
dishonorable,  to  allow  the  property  to  go  to  sale.  Respectfully 
recommend  that  the  Presiding  Elder  appoint  a  suitable  person  on 
each  charge,  to  call  on  the  Boards  of  Stewards  to  forward  the 
amounts  pledged  by  them,  as  the  debt  must  be  paid  by  the  1st  of 
December  next. 

E.  A.  ARMFIELD,  Chairman. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES  RESUMED  BY  THE  PRESID  ENT. 

Concord  Circuit — Rev.  J.  C.  Thomas,  pastor,  being  sick,  Rev.  H. 
P.  Cole,  of  Concord  Statiou,  at  his  request  reports.  He  is  only 
prepared  to  make  some  statements  in  general.  He  was  gratified  to 
say  that  arrangements  were  made  to  conduct  religious  services  at 
several  of  Bro.  Thomas'  appointments  during  his  sickness.  He 
has  a  number  of  men  who  read  the  Bible,  pray  and  exhort,  these 
men  have  kept  up  prayer-meeting  exercises  regularly  during  his 
sickness.  He  preached  once  for  him  and  was  deeply  impressed 
by  the  manifestation  of  love  the  large  congregation  evinced  for 
their  pastor.  He  thinks  two  of  the  appointments  have  beeu  quite 
destitute  of  religious  services.  He  regards  Concord  Circuit  as  one 
of  the  most  important  in  our  District.  Bro.  Thomas  has  done  a 
good  work  for  them.  He  is  indeed  a  man  of  God,  eminently  use- 
ful, deeply  pious  and  fully  consecrated  to  his  work.  States  that 
he  has  heard  some  of  his  men  sa\  they  intended  to  take  care  of 
him  during  the  year  whether  he  preached  at  all  or  not.  He  paid 
a  touching  and  eloquent  tribute  to  the  meek  submission  and  cheer- 
fulness of  Bro.  Thomas  in  this  time  of  his  affliction.  The  only  thing 
that  seemed  to  trouble  him  was  his  work.    He  was  anxious  lest  it 
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should  suffer.  He  wanted  to  surrender  his  charge,  but  the  stew- 
ards would  not  allow  it.  They  would  Dot  agree  for  him  to  leave, 
though  they  have  not  paid  him  much  money  yet.  They  have 
taken  good  care  of  him.  He  lives  with  oue  of  them  in  the  coun- 
try, who  says  he  would  gladly  board  him  "free  of  charge  "  just  for 
his  holy  influence.  He  regards  the  spirit  these  Brethren  have 
manifested  toward  their  pastor  in  his  sickness  as  highly  commen- 
dable. 

J.  R.  Means  reports  five  Churches,  all  in  good  condition  but  one. 
Good  stoves  in  all  of  them.  Church  property  valued  at  $3,500. 
There  are  four  Sabbath  Schools  on  the  Circuit. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Pepper  offered  a  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Pastors 
near  Bro.  Thomas  work,  preaching  for  him,  which  was  adopted  as 
follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  preachers  who  can  do  so  be  requested  to  give 
Bro.  Thomas  on  the  Concord  Circuit  one  Sunday  each  between 
this  time  and  Conference,  and  that  we  now  unite  in  prayer  for 
him  in  his  affliction  and  that  our  president  be  requested  to  lead 
us  in  prayer.  , 

C.  M.  PEPPER. 
Bro.  Pepper,  requested  the  Conference  to  unite  in  prayer  in 
Bro.  Thomas' behalf,  and  asked  the  President  to  lead.  A  feeling 
of  profound  sympathy  and  brotherly  love  was  manifest,  and  many 
an  earnest,  fervent  petition  ascended  to  Almighty  God  to  restore 
and  bless  our  Brother.  After  prayers  the  Conference  adjourned 
with  the  benediction.  Preaching  to-night  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Pepper, 
of  Lilesville  Circuit. 


Fourth  Day,  Saturday  Morning,  Aug.  10. 

President  in  the  chair,  promptly  at  9  o'clock. 
Religious  exercises  conducted  by  Rev.  O.  J.  Brent. 
Minutes  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES,  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  RESUMED. 

South  Charlotte  Circuit — Rev.  M.  H.  Hoyle. — Has  five  appoint- 
ments, each  monthly; — fills  four  on  Sabbath  and  one  on  Saturday. 
Has  three  good  churches;  seldom  see  better  in  the  country;  two 
are  unfinished;  one  is  old;  Matthews  is  very  large,  commodious 
and  elegant,  if  finished;  one  church  has  been  repaired  during  the 
year;  two  of  them  have  stoves.    Has  baptized  11  infants  and  re- 
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ceived  applications  to  baptize  ethers;  baptized  one  adult;  received 
eight  accessions  to  the  church;  dismissed    twelve   by  certificate. 
Has  two  Sabbath  schools;  one  is  a  model  school  for  the  country; 
this  school  uses  our  church  literature,   and  is,  in  every  sense, 
worthy  of  commendation;  it  is  atttended  by  the  old  people;  never 
has  failed  to  succeed  with  a  Sabbath  school  where  he  could  get  the 
old  people  to  take  a  proper  interest  in  and  attend  it  regularly; — 
and  he  has  invariably  failed  where  he  could  not  get  the  parents  to 
take  .hold  of  the  school; — thinks  they  could  have  a  good  school  at 
another  point  if  they  l>ad  an  efficient  Superintendent  and  officers. 
Has  been  annoyed  a  little  with  drunkenness;  one  case  has  given 
him  some  trouble;  some  have  drank  too  much  hard  cider;  does  not 
think  he  has  a  member  who  ever  dances.    Regards  the  spiritual 
condition  of  his  people  as  an  average.    Has  some  live  members  at 
each  of  his  appointments;  thinks  some  of  tnem  are  the  very  "salt 
of  the  earth."  Some  of  these  are  old  and  some  young;  has  some 
deeply  pious,  useful  and  active  young  men.  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
supper  is  well  attended.    Thinks  his  members  almost  universally 
commune.  He  is  sorry  to  say  there  are  very  few  family  altars  on  his 
circuit.    Quite  a  number  of  his  official  members  do  not  conduct 
family  worship.    Sickness  in  his  family  has  prevented  his  v. siting 
as  much  as  he  usually  does  and  desires  to  do,  and  hence  he  has 
not  talked  as  much  to  his  members  personally  about  t  heir  spirit- 
ual condition   as   he   wished.      He   has   been   a    Pastor  for 
ten   years,     and     was     never     fo     kindly,     cordially  and 
hospitably  received  as  he  was  by  this  people.    When   he  arriv- 
ed at  the  parsonage,  he  found  a  plenty  of  provisions  for  his  family 
and  horse,  and  everything  else  they  needed  awaiting  them.  Con- 
siderable repairs  have  been  done  to    the  parsonage  and  the  lot 
greatly  improved.  The  many  expressions  of  kindness  he  has  receiv- 
ed at  the  hands  of  these  people  has  greatly  endeared  them  to  him. 
Church  property  valued  at  $3,500.  Have  paid  pastor  and  Presiding 
Elder  nearly  one  third  of  their  salaries.    He  is  satisfied  he  wiU  get 
nearly  all  of  his  salary  this  year.  The  only  complaint  he  has  heard 
is  that  he  cannot  till  all  his  appointments  on  Sabbath.     Two  ap- 
pointments have  been  abandoned  and  they  united   and  built  the 
church  at  Matthews. 

T.  A.  Jerome,  thinks  this  union  has  produced  the  model  Sab- 
bath School.  The  large,  good  church  and  fine  congregation  spoken 
of  is  at  Mill  Grove. 
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Rev.  A.  A.  Boshamer,  Chairman  Committee  on  Education,  sub- 
mits their  report,  which  was  discussed  by  Revs.  A.  A.  Boshamer, 
T.  M.  Jones,  D.  D.,  President  Greensboro  College,  T.  W.  Guthrie, 
and  adopted  as  follows  : 

The  committee  to  whom  the  subject  of  Education  was  referred, 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  this 
body : 

Resolved,  1st.  That  we  recognize  in  our  Conference  colleges  in- 
stitutions of  real  merit — believe  them  to  be  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity of  Methodism  in  North  Carolina,  and  lament  the  failure  on 
the  part  of  our  people  to  give  them  that  material  support  which 
they  have  deserved. 

Resolved,  2nd.  That  we  endorse  the  section  of  cur  last  Annual 
Conference  in  reference  to  these  institutions,  and  earnestly  request 
this  District  to  contribute  liberally  of  their  means  t  releive  them 
ol  their  present  embarrassment, 

Resolved,  That  we  very  highly  appreciate  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
Wilson  and  Shoberin  the  aid  which  they  rendered  to  Greensboro 
Female  College,  and  do  most  devoutly  pray  God  to  sustain  them 
in  their  day  of  darkues  and  grant  them  prosperity  again. 

A.  A.  BOSHAMER,  Chairman. 

Time  was  extended.  O.  J.  Brent  called  from  the  table  the  re- 
port of  committe  on  Church  Literature.  Report  was  read  and 
discussed  by  Revs.  H.  P.  Cole,  C.  M.  Pepper,  O.  J.  Brent,  M  H. 
Hoyle,  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  John  Robinson  that  when  we  do  adjourn,  we  ad- 
journ to  meet  at  3  o'clock. 

W.  R.  Odell  and  H.  P.  Cole  offered  a  resolution  relating  to  es- 
tablishing Missionary  aid  societies  in  our  Sabbath  Schools,  which 
was  adopted.  As  follows: 

Whereas,  The  imparting  of  the  missionary  spirit  to  the  children 
of  the  Church  is  of  divine  injunction.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  District  Conference  that  a 
Missionary  Society  of  some  convenient  form  of  organization  should 
have  existence  and  prayerful  attention  in  all  our  Sunday  Schools. 

W.  R.  ODELL, 
H.  P.  COLE. 

Adjourned  for  preaching  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Jenkins  of  Rockingham. 


Afternoon  Session,  Aug.  11. 
President  in  the  chair  promptly  at  3  o'clock. 
Led  in  singing  "Ye  servants  of  the  Lord." 
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Prayer  by  Kev.  T.  W.  Guthrie,  of  Wadesboro  Station. 
Minutes  of  morning  session  read  and  approved. 
Entered  into  election  of  Lpy  Delegates  to  Annual  Conference. 
E.  A.  Armfield,  J.  R.  Elkins,  B.  J.  Dunlap   and  R.  B.  Kluttz 
elected  with  Rev.  T.  M.  Kendall  and  T.  S.  Crowson,  Alternates. 

CALL  OF  PASTORAL  CHARGES,  RESUMED  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Wrdesboro  Station — Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie. — His  second  year  on  the 
Station; — his  intercourse  with  the  people  has  been  pleaeaut.  Spir- 
itual condition  of  the  church,  fair.  Has  some  most  excellent  men 
and  women;— some  as  pious  men  and  women  as  can  be  found  any- 
where; has  a  number  of  members  interested  in  the  church  who  are 
not  converted.  His  congregations  are  about  as  last  year;  they  are 
as  attentive  to  preaching  as  any  to  whom  he  ever  preached,  and 
they  are  always  at  preaching.  Had  an  interesting  and  profitable 
revival;  twenty-six  accessions  on  profession  of  faith,  six  by  certifi- 
cate; some  have  held  out  faithfully;  others,  he  fears,  have  not.  Have 
a  good  Sabbath  school ;  it  is  larger  and  in  a  better  condition  than 
last  year;  use  our  church  literature.  The  singing  has  been  greatly 
improved.  Has  a  weekly  prayer  meeting,  increasing  in  attendance, 
though  it  is  not  large  now;  very  few  old  people  attend;  only  a  few 
who  pray  in  public,  and  but  few  of  this  class  attend; — attendance 
mostly  of  young  people.  No  "class  meetings;" — no  "love  feast." — 
Largely  behind  in  finances; — paid  pastor  about  one-fourth;  P.  E. 
one-half.  Have  recently  considerably  improved  the  church  by 
putting  in  new  seats,  and  doing  some  painting; — intend  to  still 
further  improve; — have  raised  about  $150  for  this  purpose.  He  is 
not  troubled  v\ith  worldly  amusements,  and  not  much  with  drink- 
ing. Parsonage  not  yet  paid  for,  but  thinks  it  will  be  paid  for  this 
Fall;  he  does  not  know  of  a  more  convenient  building  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  designated.  Church  property  valued  at  $4,- 
000. 

H.  A.  Crawford  states  that  $350  have  been  collected  for  different 
church  purposes  during  the  year; — hopes  they  will  be  able  to  pay 
their  entire  salary. 

Leave  of  absence  granted  to  Rev.  T.  W.  Kendall  and  J.  S.  Marsh. 

Wadesboro  Circuit — Rev.  O.  J.  Brent— This  is  his  first  year  on 
the  Circuit.  Has  seven  appointments.  Three  churches  are  good; 
four  are  in  rather  a  dilapidated  condition: — they  think  of  building 
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a  new  church  at  one  poiLt  this  Fali;  he  hopes  they  may  succeed; 
hitherto  they  have  had  no  title  to  the  site,  and  people  would  not 
build  without  it.  Two  or  more  of  his  churches  ought  to  unite  and 
build  one  good  church; — he  thinks  tney  can  never  succeed  till  they 
do;  his  congiegations  are  very  good ; — he  classifies  his  people,  in 
speaking  of  them  spiritually:  first,  he  ha;?  a  goodly  number  of  good 
and  true  Christians;  others  who  conform,  but  he  fears  are  not  con- 
verted; and  others  are  in  a  backnlidden  state.  Has  some  trouble 
in  places  with  drinking.  A  goodly  number  seemingly,  have  to  be 
converted  annually.  Thinks  the  Circuit,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  in 
good  condition.  Has  one  most  excellent  Sabbath  school;  one  tol- 
erably good;  the  others  are  very  indifferent.  It  is  difficult  to  get 
members  to  take  a  proper  interest  in  the  school,  and  to  take  our 
Sabbath  school  literature.  He  regards  his  "Board  of  Stewards" 
as  faithful;  some  may  not  be  as  efficient  as  they  should.  A  good- 
ly number  observe  family  worship  ;  many  do  not.  A  large  num- 
ber of  young  people  members  of  his  churches,  he  believes  are 
more  pious  than  some  of  the  older  ones.  At  Pleasant  Hill,  some 
members  hold  regular  prayer  meetings  in  the  absence  of  their 
pastor,  with  good  results,  has  just  heard  of  some  penitents  and 
converts  there. 

John  Robinson  reports  church  property  valued  at  $4,300.  The 
Quarterly  Conference  has  believed  for  several  years,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  concentrate  at  some  points  and  build  a  good  church. 
Have  paid  pastor  about  one  third  ;  thinks  they  will  pay  all  the 
claims.  It  is  their  custom  to  do  so.  He  keeps  a  record  of  every- 
thing in  the  Conference  book.    Have  a  parsonage  about  paid  for. 

W.  F.  Stubbs  states  that  he  can  only  speak  for  his  church.  They 
have  the  assessments  subscribed; — have  paid  but  little  yet;  he 
thinks  they  will  pay  all.  They  have  gotten  in  the  habit  of  waiting 
till  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  difficult  to  change  them.  The 
Sabbath  school  at  Pleasant  Hill  is  better  than  it  was  last  year. 
The  members  are  now  considerably  stirred  up  there. 

E.  D.  Gaddy  reports,  that  sometime  during  last  year,  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  concentrating  two  cnurches;  they  agreed  to  remove  and  build 
but  have  not  decided  upon  the  location  yet.  The  church  is  in  a 
very  dilapidated  condition.  He  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
School  at  Union; — believes  they  could  have  a  good  school  there  if 
the  parents  would  take  a  proper  interest  in  the  school. 
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North  Charlotte. — No  report.    Pastor  absent. 

Selection  of  place  for  next  District  Conference. 

W.  R.  Odell  put  Concord  in  nomination.    Concord  selected. 

Rev.  H.  P.  Cole  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  citizens  of 
Wadesboro,  and  the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  pastors  and  congre- 
gations for  kindnesses  and  courtesies,  which  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  District  Conference  are  due, 
and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Wadesboro'  for  their 
most  cordial  reception,  unwearying  kindness  and  attention,  and 
hospitality,  in  various  ways  shown,  during  the  session  of  the  Con- 
ference. Also,  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  most  respectfully 
tendered  to  our  brethren  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  church- 
es for  extending  to  us  the  privilege  of  their  houses  of  worship. 

H.  P.  COLE. 
J.  H.  GUINN. 

Rev.  T.  W.  Guthrie  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  R.  Road 
for  reduced  rates,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  District  Conference  is  hereby 
tendered  to  the  C.  C.  Railway  for  the  courtesy  of  half  fare  to  min- 
isters and  delegates  to  and  from  Wadesboro. 

Rev.  O.  J.  Brent  offered  resolution  of  thanks  to  Secretary,  which 
was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  we  most  heartily  thank  our  Secretary  for  the  faith- 
ful manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  duties. 

O.  J.  BRENT. 
Adjourned  sine  die,  with  the  benediction  by  the  President. 

W.  H.  BOBBITT,  President. 

C.  G.  Montgomery,  Secretary. 
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